
volume 15  number 2 AUGUST 2019

Communicator
Editor, Mary Spachek 
1010 N. Kansas
Wichita, KS 67214
316-293-2669
mspachek@kumc.edu
wichita.kumc.edu/psych

Full stories can be found on 
the Psychiatry webpage at 
bit.ly/PsychCommunicator.

Ronda Magness selected by students as 
Outstanding Clerkship Administrator

 Ronda Magness, medical student education 

coordinator in the Department of Psychiatry & 

Behavioral Sciences at KU School of Medicine-

Wichita, received the honor of Outstanding Clerkship 

Administrator at A Grand Affair in Kansas City on 

Saturday, Jan. 19.

 When the class of 2019 completed their third year, 

they received ballots to nominate someone for the honor 

of 2019 Outstanding Clerkship Administrator. 

 “This gave them a year to experience all the rotations 

and be able to make an informed decision,” explained 

Harpreet Singh, 2019 class member and chair of the 

Student Voice Committee, a subcommittee of the 

Medical Student Assembly.

 “I personally wanted to present this award to Ronda 

because I am a strong supporter of the energy she has,” 

said Singh. “My own personal interactions with Ronda 

have been nothing short of warm and positive. We 

started to get to know each other after realizing we both 

have connections to the Wichita Rugby Club. I think she 

  deserved the award  

  because she is genuinely  

  interested in making sure 

  we are doing well and 

  are happy. I know many 

  students who would echo 

  these comments.”

   Magness said she was 

  honored to receive the 

award because it was voted on by the medical students.

  “Working with students is the best part of my job!” 

she said.

 Cheryl Wehler, M.D., clinical assistant professor and 

medical student education director in the Department 

of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, has worked with 

Magness for nearly six years.

 “Ronda is one of the most personable women I know,” 

said Wehler. “She loves KU and the KU medical students. 

She wants only the best for them.”

 The event “shines a spotlight on the best of teaching 

and mentoring at the University of Kansas School of 

Medicine,” wrote Robert D. Simari, M.D., executive dean 

of the University of Kansas School of Medicine, in the 

event’s program. A Grand Affair is presented by the 

Medical Student Assembly and the University of Kansas 

School of Medicine.

 “As a coordinator,” added Wehler, “I could not ask for 

a more organized assistant. She keeps the Psychiatry 

Clerkship running smoothly. We work and laugh 

together. I enjoy working with Ronda as much as she 

enjoys working with all of the med students.”
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Christina Bowman, M.D.
CHIEF RESIDENT

 With the academic year ending, it is tradition for the 

chief resident to compose an article for the department 

newsletter. In this article, it is my hope that I may leave 

behind a distilled version (of around 400 words) of 

why I have immensely enjoyed my four years at KU. 

Not only did I have excellent teachers to help me 

learn the skills of psychiatry, they also nurtured other 

aspects of my training including an interest in research 

and development of leadership skills. This supportive 

environment was apparent almost immediately when I 

was encouraged to run for the position of associate chief. 

 So far in my educational career, I had not thought 

of myself as a leader, and therefore had not pursued 

such positions. Despite a relative lack of experience in 

leadership, both my chief and other faculty members saw 

my potential. With their support and encouragement, I 

was nominated and selected to the position of associate 

chief in my second year and would continue as chief 

resident through my third and fourth years of training. 

This position assisted me in honing my leadership skills 

as I represented the residents in most aspects of resident 

training such as curriculum development, overall wellness 

and, at times, mediation between my peers. 

 I was also involved in discussions regarding residency 

curriculum, which included identifying potential practice 

gaps in training. My program director encouraged me 

to form research questions relating to these curriculum 

discussions, and then helped 

me think through the steps 

of how to put together a survey study to better clarify 

if these practice gaps were indeed present across 

residency programs within the U.S. The first project I 

was involved in focused on residency training regarding 

discussions of contraceptive measures with psychiatric 

patients. As it turns out, this topic is overlooked in 

many residency teaching curricula, which has since 

brought about the discussion of adding this to residency 

education. This experience led me to contributing to a 

research project, putting together my first poster, which 

I presented at a national meeting, and later a publication 

in a peer-reviewed journal. 

  These experiences have truly shaped my time at 

KU. The faculty and staff have been supportive and 

nurturing regarding my education, while also pushing me 

to pursue other areas of interest such as research and 

leadership. I am thankful for the encouraging guidance 

of my attendings and the support of my peers. I have the 

knowledge and confidence to provide the best evidence-

based care to my patients, while also keeping up with 

research and the pursuit of leadership positions to enact 

meaningful change within my field. I will certainly miss 

my peers and the faculty members who helped guide 

me throughout residency. I am proud to be part of the 

graduating psychiatry residency class of 2019.

 The 2019 One Day. One KU. Day of Giving was a fantastic 24 hours for KU School of Medicine-

Wichita. Through the generosity of over 100 donors, we were able to raise more than $110,000 

to directly support our school. This made us second in total fundraising of any single entity at 

KU and is double what we raised last year. What an amazing accomplishment — we should all be 

proud! Overall, KU was able to raise more than $1,080,000 from nearly 2,300 donors.  

 Additionally, I’m very excited to announce that the Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences received 

$3,500 in donations from 13 generous donors, many of whom gave in memory of Jarett McKnight.  

 We look forward to putting these resources to good use and spotlighting, in a future communication, the direct 

benefit these gifts have on the lives of our students, residents and faculty.

 Thank you for your continued confidence in the department and support of the growth of our profession.

Sincerely, Rachel Brown, MBBS

A LETTER FROM RACHEL BROWN, MBBS
2019 ONE DAY, ONE KU 24-HOUR EVENT 
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Celebrating our Graduates
 Each Spring we graduate up to six psychiatry residents, 
many of whom go on to have distinguished careers in 
Kansas and across the United States. Several of our 
recent graduates have significant medical director roles, 
while others have entered academic careers or private 
practice. We are truly proud of our graduates. This year, 
we graduate three psychiatry residents: Max Beissel, M.D.; 
Christina Bowman, M.D.; and Hannah Oliver, D.O. 
 Dr. Beissel earned his bachelor’s degree in 
Hawaii before attending Saba University 
School of Medicine and completing most of 
his clinical rotations in Louisiana. He received 
the award for excellence in inpatient care as a second-
year resident, which honors a single resident for their 
work on the department’s inpatient services. Dr Beissel 
will be starting a telepsychiatry practice and plans 
to relocate to Florida in the near future. He will be 
remembered for being organized and methodical.
 Dr. Bowman attended the University of 
Maryland for her bachelor’s degree before 
attending medical school at American 
University of the Caribbean School of Medicine. 
She was the first person in recent history to serve for 
two consecutive years as chief resident. In addition, Dr. 
Bowman was involved with a number of research projects, 
including three consecutive presentations at AADPRT. 
Her survey study on family planning in the SPMI patient 
population was published in Academic Psychiatry. She 
will be remembered for her administrative contributions 
to the department, including the implementation of 
AMION, a mobile application for managing call schedules. 
She will be starting a telepsychiatry practice in Maryland, 
her home state. 
 Dr. Oliver earned her bachelor’s degree 
at Central College in Pella, Iowa, before 
attending medical school at the Des Moines 
University College of Osteopathic Medicine. She 
was involved with several important departmental 
and resident committees. This included developing 
several team-building activities for residents and 
faculty. In addition, Dr. Oliver published a paper on the 
pharmacokinetics of paliperidone in Expert Opinion 
on Drug Metabolism and Toxciology, a journal with an 
impact factor just shy of 3. Dr. Oliver will be working as 
an attending psychiatrist at the State Psychiatric Hospital 
in Independence, Iowa, her home state. She will be 
remembered for her witty sense of humor.

KUSM-W’s psychology training programs offer 
predoctoral internships and postdoctoral fellowship 
experiences in clinical child psychology and clinical 
neuropsychology. Graduates often go on to hold faculty 
appointments in academic medical centers, hospital 
staff positions or work in private practices. 2019 
graduates include our child psychology fellow, Ashley 
Louie, Ph.D.; neuropsychology fellow, Daniel Olsen, 
Psy.D.; child psychology intern, Darci Klein, Ph.D.; and 
neuropsychology intern, Jessica Lyles, Psy.D. 
 Dr. Ashley Louie earned her Ph.D. in clinical 
psychology from the University of Tulsa 
and completed a predoctoral internship in 
pediatric psychology at the Eastern Virginia 
Medical School. Dr. Louie has published on the 
effects of military deployment on parenting and on the 
process of post-deployment family reintegration. Dr. 
Louie joined KUSM-W as the clinical child psychology 
fellow, fulfilling a one-year requirement before becoming 
eligible for licensure as a clinical psychologist. During her 
fellowship at KUSM-W, Dr. Louie has actively engaged in 
supervising practicum students and collaborating with 
faculty and residents on the adolescent inpatient unit. 
Dr. Louie will be continuing her fellowship at KUSM-W 
through December, and we are pleased to keep her with 
us for a few more months.
 Dr. Dan Olsen earned his doctoral degree 
in clinical psychology at George Fox 
University near Portland, Oregon, and 
received predoctoral internship training in 
neuropsychology at Samaritan Health Systems in Oregon. 
He matched to the two-year neuropsychology fellowship 
at KUSM-W to complete specialized training in clinical 
neuropsychology before beginning independent practice. 
In his time at KUSM-W, he published on the use of 
performance validity measures and presented his work 
at national and international conferences. Dr. Olsen will 
begin a position as a clinical neuropsychologist at Baptist 
Health System in Jacksonville, Florida. 
 Dr. Darci Klein completed her Ph.D. in 
counseling psychology at Oklahoma State 
University before matching to the KUSM-W 
clinical child psychology internship. During 
her year at KUSM-W, she published multiple 
articles examining play therapy as well as psychological 
factors related to blood disorders. 
Continued on Page 4.
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Celebrating our Graduates Continued

Dr. Klein provided services in the outpatient therapy clinic 
and participated in the new oncology follow-up clinic for 
children who are more than five years out from cancer 
treatment. She will continue this type of work next year 
as she moves on to a postdoctoral fellowship in pediatric 
psychology at St. Louis Children’s Hospital, fulfilling a 
lifelong dream to return to her hometown.
 Dr. Jessica Lyles earned her Psy.D. in 
clinical psychology from Mercer University 
in Georgia. She matched with the KUSM-W 
neuropsychology internship for her one-year 
predoctoral training experience. She came 
to KUSM-W with experience in rehabilitation techniques 
for adults with cognitive impairment and, during her 

time here, honed her evaluation skills in both inpatient 
and outpatient settings. She presented research on 
performance validity measures at the annual meeting of 
the International Neuropsychological Society. Dr. Lyles will 
be continuing her professional education as a postdoctoral 
fellow at Neuropsychological Services of New Mexico 
in Albuquerque, where she will receive two years of 
specialized training. 
 We are proud of all our graduates and their 
accomplishments while at KUSM-W. We wish them 
success and look forward to watching them flourish 
in their new endeavors. You can see photos from the 
event at http://bit.ly/2Ym2RJX.
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