
I’ve Interviewed at KU SOM…What Happens Next? 
 
Thank you for interviewing with us today.  Even though we will have discussed the next steps of the KU SOM 
admissions process during your interview day orientation recording, you may later find it useful to have this written 
reminder of what was discussed. 
 
Over the next few weeks, the Admissions Committee will meet to review the applications of those who were 
interviewed during this interview block.  Each application will be presented individually and holistically, with the 
presenter primarily providing information on your experiences, interviews, and letters of recommendation.  Data 
that can easily be pulled from the database and available in a succinct manner (e.g., legal residence, colleges 
attended, GPAs, MCATs, majors, degrees earned) will be provided for each Admissions Committee member.  
Following the presentation and a period of discussion, the chair will ask each committee member to vote.  The 
votes cast are numerical. 
 
After all interviewees for your interview block have been discussed and voted upon, an average score (the 
“committee score”) will be calculated for each interviewee.  Based upon the committee score, applicants are rank 
ordered, highest to lowest, on a list that will not be completed until the last interviewees have been discussed, 
usually early to mid-March. 
 
At the beginning of each admissions year, two committee score thresholds will be set and used throughout the 
interview season.  Because we know we will have many strong applicants interview with us throughout the year, 
the acceptance point is set high enough to allow us to conservatively offer acceptances after each interview block.  
If your position on the rank-ordered list is at or above the upper threshold set by the Committee, you will receive a 
letter offering acceptance.   
 

If you do receive an acceptance letter, please note that, during the fall/winter admissions/interview season, we will 
be very busy with 3000 other applicants and will not send any additional information to accepted applicants until 
the spring.  At that time, we will detail pre-matriculation requirements. 
 

If your position on the Admissions Committee’s rank-ordered list is below the lower score threshold set by the 
Committee, you will be sent a denial letter.  Following most interview blocks, approximately one-third of 
interviewees receive a denial.  Receipt of a denial letter should not be interpreted to mean that you are a poor 
candidate or that you will never be accepted to medical school.  It simply means your application to KU this year 
was ranked low enough by the Admissions Committee that we know you will not be offered a position in the 2023 
entering class.  We choose to provide you early notification so that you might consider your next steps earlier 
rather than later. 
 
Interviewees whose committee score places them between the acceptance and the denial points on the ranked list 
will receive a “pending” letter, which means we will not know the final disposition of your application until after we 
finish our interview season.  If you receive a pending letter, you will next hear from us in mid-March.  In March, 
those highest on the list rank-ordered by committee score will be accepted to the point that our entering class is 
filled (and then overfilled by about 20 applicants).  The next applicants on the committee score list will be placed on 
the rank-ordered alternate list.  Finally, those remaining in the pended group will be sent a denial letter.  If you are 
moved from “pending” status to a position on the alternate list, you will be notified in March of your alternate 
number.   
 
Campus assignments will be made in March—eight accepted students to the Salina campus, 28 to the Wichita 
campus, and 44 to the Kansas City/Wichita track.  This assignment will be based, in large part, upon information you 
provided in your KU supplemental application.  To the greatest extent possible, campus assignments will favor 
applicants’ stated preferences.  The Committee will also rank order a reasonable number of alternates for each 
campus.  Applicants will be notified of their campus assignments by the first week of April.  Please do not secure 
housing before your campus assignment is known. 
 

Thank you, again, for joining us at KU for an interview today!  We will provide you with additional information 
regarding the status of your application as quickly as we are able to do so.   


