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Dear KUMC Community,
 
We would like to share this important news update related to the Department of Homeland Security’s proposed rule on the elimination of
Duration of Status (D/S) along with other changes and their potential, subsequent impact on F and J visa holders. 
 
OIP will host a Community Conversation about this rule on Thursday, September 11 (more details below) to share more information and answer
questions. 
 
We hope you will be able to join us for the Community Conversation and please reach out if you have any questions or concerns.
 
Thank you!
 

WHAT IS
DURATION OF
STATUS OR D/S?

Since the early 1990s, some non-immigrants such as those in F-1 student status and J-1 exchange visitor status
(research scholar, physician, etc) as well as their F-2 and J-2 dependents have been admitted to the United
States under a provision known as “Duration of Status” or “D/S”. 
They are authorized to remain in the U.S. for the duration of their approved academic or research activities as
long as they are maintaining their status, fully engaging in their educational objectives and have a valid I-20 or DS-
2019 immigration document.

PROPOSED
CHANGES
 

1. D/S would be eliminated. 
F and J non-immigrants would only be authorized to remain in the U.S. until a specific date granted by the
government on an official immigration arrival/departure record called an I-94.

2. F and J non-immigrants would have to depart the U.S. OR apply for an Extension of Stay through the
government before their I-94 expiration date.

The extension application to the government will require a fee (currently $420) plus biometrics and
possibly an interview. 
The extension application will also require proof of maintenance of status (including pursuit of a full
course of study), proof of finances and confirmation/explanation on the need for an extension that meets
the government’s standards.

3. The maximum length of stay allowed on an I-94 would be 4 years.
If a program is shorter (under 4 years i.e. Masters), the I-94 expiration date would match the program end
date indicated on the I-20 or DS-2019.
If the program is longer (more than 4 years i.e. PhD), the student will need to submit an extension
application to the government to continue the program.
If an F-1 student completes a degree and wants to apply for 12 months of post-completion Optional
Practical Training (OPT), the student will need to submit an extension application to the government along
with obtaining the work authorization. 

1. Applying for the 2-year STEM OPT extension would also require another extension application.
4. Changes of “educational objectives” (educational level and major) would be restricted

Undergraduates would not be allowed to make any changes their first two semesters.
Graduate students would not be allowed to make any changes at any point during their program.

5. Once a degree is completed, one cannot pursue a second degree at the same level OR a degree at a
lower level.

6. Transfers to other schools would not be allowed during the first two semesters.
7. Shortened grace period for F-1 students

Currently, a grace period of 60 days is granted to F-1 students to prepare to depart the U.S. after they
finish their program.  This would be shortened to 30 days.
The current 30-day grace period for J-1s would remain the same.

8. ESL training would be limited to 24 months.
 

PROPOSAL VS
LAW

Please note that these are still proposed changes. They are not yet in effect or law.
The USCIS is required to post the proposed regulatory change for comment for 30 days.

Comment period ends on SEPTEMBER 29, 2025
For more information on how to submit a comment please see the Federal Registrar’s Instructions and

mailto:IARIS@kumc.edu
mailto:kconnelly@kumc.edu
mailto:srader@kumc.edu
mailto:asmith5@kumc.edu
mailto:lsanga@kumc.edu
mailto:IARIS@kumc.edu
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/28/2025-16554/establishing-a-fixed-time-period-of-admission-and-an-extension-of-stay-procedure-for-nonimmigrant#p-11


NAFSA’s Summary on the Proposed Rule.
COMMUNITY
CONVERSATION

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 @ 5:00 P.M.
A review of the proposed rule with OIP and immigration attorneys, Judy Bordeau and Sarah Noulles.
PLEASE REGISTER HERE

ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION

https://www.kumc.edu/documents/international/Trump-
Vance%20Administration%20Proposal%20to%20Replace%20Duration%20of%20Status%20_%20NAFSA.pdf
DHS Proposes to Replace Duration of Status with Fixed Periods of Stay for F & J Nonimmigrants—Yale University
Federal Register :: Establishing a Fixed Time Period of Admission and an Extension of Stay Procedure for
Nonimmigrant Academic Students, Exchange Visitors, and Representatives of Foreign Information Media
KUMC OIP ANNOUNCEMENTS

QUESTIONS-
POINT OF
CONTACTS

Kimberly Connelly,  kconnelly@kumc.edu, 816-668-6414
 
OIP Emergency Contact: 1-816-668-6414
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