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We want to bring your attention to a breaking news story that will have implications for F-1
students and J-1 exchange visitors seeking visa appointments.

The Trump administration has issued a directive to halt all new student visa interviews at
U.S. embassies and consulates worldwide. This pause is in preparation for a potential
expansion of social media vetting for all international student and J-1 exchange visitor visa
applicants. The directive was an internal policy cable, dated Tuesday 5/27/2025.

The key implications from the directive:

Delays: International students and J-1 exchange visitors seeking visa interviews at
US embassies may face indefinite delays, affecting the start or continuation of work
or academic programs.
International Personal/Business Travel: F-1 students and J-1 exchange visitors
currently in the US should reassess international travel plans in particular if they
require a new visa to return to the United States.

Due to this new development, individuals who may have previously met with the OIP team
about travel should reconsider travel at this time if a visa will be needed.  

The OIP team is closely monitoring the situation and will provide updates as more
information becomes available.

If you have any specific questions or concerns, please reach out to me by email or cell phone
816-668-6414.

Kimberly Connelly (she/her/hers) , M.A.T.|KUMC Senior International Officer and Director, Office of
International Programs |PDSO & ARO, FULBRIGHT Advisor| CELL and WhatsApp 816.668.6414 |
kconnelly@kumc.edu| Delp 2093 |University of Kansas Medical Center | 3901 Rainbow Blvd. |
Mail Stop 3033| Kansas City, KS 66160 

“International educational exchange is the most significant current project designed to continue the process of
humanizing mankind...We must try to expand the boundaries of human wisdom, empathy and perception, and

there is no way of doing that except through education.” -Senator Fulbright  
“With rare exceptions, all of your most important achievements on this planet will come from working with
others—or, in a word, PARTNERSHIP.” Paul Farmer
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