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Friends of the Clendening
We welcome contributions that support the broad mission of the Department of History 
and Philosophy of Medicine and the legacy of Logan Clendening. Private support 
makes a great difference to the department. To donate, please scan the QR code at right.

Dr. Sutton’s glass plate negatives rehoused and cataloged. Story, page 7.
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The routine quiet of the large foyer of the Clendening 
Library was broken in late September as visitors 
crowded in for the retirement party for Dawn 
McInnis. We jammed the space for almost two hours, 
as a heaping table of snacks was quickly reduced 
to crumbs. It was a great time to catch up with old 
friends and colleagues from across the medical center 
and the local community. A new interactive AV system 
in the foyer, called an OWL, streamed the events 
online, allowing folks in distant locations to appear 
on the overhead screen and chat with Dawn and 
company, while the party bubbled on behind them. 
A debt of gratitude is due to Julie Stark and Jamie 
Rees for researching and installing the new system for 
conferencing use. It was a great resource for the event. 
As the last éclairs vanished from the trays, there was 
time for toasts and reminiscing. A dozen or so friends, 
researchers, colleagues, and assorted fans stepped up 
in turn to thank Dawn for all that she has done the last 
three decades to make the medical center a welcoming 
place and the Clendening Library feel like a haven.

As so often, one departure coincides with another 
arrival. Katie Dold has just joined the department 
as a new assistant archivist. Katie comes to Kansas 
City from Wichita where she recently completed her 
master’s in library science this spring. Katie built 
on her interest in historical archiving while working 
to create a new archive for the papers of the Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Wichita, part of a Diocese 
that dates back in Kansas to the 1880s. She has been 
working most recently at the Wichita Public Library. 
Katie will work with Alex Welborn on developing 
records of the international Scoliosis Research 
Society. This project has been in the planning for 
several years. It is great to have Katie stepping in 
to bring her archival skills to assist with the project.  
Please join me in welcoming her.

Chris Crenner, MD, PhDChris Crenner, MD, PhD
Professor and ChairProfessor and Chair

Photos of Dawn McInnis’ Retirement Reception
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Healthcare Ethics in the Era of 
Dobbs v. Jackson 
(The Overturning of Roe v. Wade)
The U.S. Supreme Court’s recent Dobbs v. Jackson 
decision overturning Roe v. Wade has resulted in 
a barrage of emotions. One feels either outrage or 
celebration or confusion, depending on perspectives, 
convictions, commitments, and personal experiences. 
In the midst of emotions reside ethically complex 
questions requiring sober thoughtfulness and civil 
discourse. What happens now? What should be done? 
And is there any common ground upon which we 
might stand together as an otherwise divided society? 
I believe there are matters of morality related to 
pregnancy on which we all might agree. These are 
summed up in the following five statements.

1) Healthcare professionals ought to continue 
providing the best care possible for their patients—all 
of them. No patient should be harmed or die in the 
confusion resulting from changes to federal, state, 
or institutional rules pertaining to pregnancy or the 
termination of a pregnancy. 

2) Societal leaders ought to develop and support laws 
and policies that are sufficiently nuanced as to result 
in the best care possible for all patients. This means 
avoiding the sort of collateral damage that comes from 
insufficiently nuanced laws and policies which fail 
to take into account the diversity of situations facing 
women of childbearing age. 

3) Evidence and experience will demonstrate 
that the best prevention for problem pregnancies 
includes funded policies that reduce poverty, offering 
accessible and affordable prenatal and pediatric 
healthcare, providing generous parental leave, and 
ensuring quality childcare options for working parents. 
We ought to advocate for and support such measures 
as moral imperative. 

4) As societies, secular and religious institutions, and 
individual citizens, we ought to be committed to the 
care and welfare of all children, and those who birth 
them, ensuring their wellness by all means necessary. 

5) Given that there are diverse perspectives, 
convictions, and commitments regarding the morals 
of pregnancy, we ought to promote and practice 
mutual respect for difference, including the right of 
conscientious compliance or refusal. 

In the era of Dobbs v. Jackson, these are morals on 
which we all might stand.
 
Tarris Rosell, DMin, PhD
Clinical Professor

A History of Lectures 
While going through old administrative files, I 
discovered that we had a record of all the lectures in 
our department dating back to 1944. It was fun to read 
through the lists and see how things have changed 
over the years. We’ve had such notable lecturers as Dr. 
Elisabeth Kübler-Ross and Dr. Linus Pauling. The plan 
is to put the records into a database and make them 
accessible to the general public. Stay tuned for updates.

Julie Stark, BA
Administrative Officer 

Guest Student Curates New Display 
Through the generosity of Dr. Ivan Damjanov, the 
KUMC Office of International Programs hosted five 
students from Croatia for the month of August for 
the inaugural Damjanov Summer Research Program. 
One of these students, Lovro Mijalić, was enlisted 
by Dr. Tony Kovac to research and write a new 
exhibit for the Clendening Museum display case in 
the Department of Anesthesia. Lovro is a fifth-year 
medical student at the University of Zagreb School 
of Medicine. On display now on the second floor 
of Sudler, it features examples of patent medication 
bottles from the Bradley Smith Bottle Collection 
donated to the museum in 2020. Many thanks to 
Lovro for all his hard work!

Jamie Rees, MA
Museum Curator and Assistant Librarian



Library Notes 5

Damjanov Summer Research Program 
A group of visiting medical students from Croatia and 
Spain were chosen to be the recipients of the Damjanov 
Summer Research Program through International 
Programs. The students spent a month at the University 
of Kansas School of Medicine and during that time Dr. 
Tony Kovac arranged a Clendening Library and Museum 
tour for them. The two students from Spain were in 
their second year and the five Croatian students were in 
their fifth year of a six-year combined bachelor and MD 
program.

We gave our three-person tour that we provide 
for the anesthesia residents and rotation students. 
Using Clendening materials, e.g., a Dr. Chloroform 
broadside advertisement from the nineteenth century, 
Virginia Apgar materials, and our Horace Wells death 
mask, Dr. Kovac starts off with a history of anesthesia. 
Jamie Rees, our Museum Curator, follows with other 

twentieth-century artifacts such as ether masks, 
ether cans and chloroform flasks, and a gold-plated 
laryngoscope that was Dr. Kovac’s departmental gift 
upon graduating from his anesthesia residency.
 
I finished with the rare book tour making certain to 
show the images of the Fuchs soporific mandrake 
plant and the Bartisch anesthesia patient who is gently 
tied down. The students seem to appreciate what we 
showed them and wanted their picture taken in front 
of the Reading Room door. It was a pleasure for us to 
show our collections to our international visitors.
Dawn McInnis, BS 
Rare Book Librarian

International medical student tour group with Dr. Kovac

International medical student tour group with Jamie and Dawn

Patent Medicine Display, KUMC Department of Anesthesia
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From the Museum Collection 
Amongst the medical instruments that make up the 
majority of the museum collection, there are a few 
artifacts that stand out. A recently cataloged example 
is a matching pair of folk-art paintings depicting two 
medical scenes. Both scenes are inspired by scenes 
drawn by James Gillray, the eighteenth to nineteenth-
century British caricaturist. Both are painted on 
wooden panels in oil, and both are framed in a branch 
collar sawn from a tree. Beyond the original artist 
and title, these unique pieces have no information 
associated with them. My theory is that they were 
commissioned or painted by a physician in the late 
nineteenth or early twentieth century as decoration for 
their office or home.

Hazardous Collections Déjà Vu 
In the Fall 2019 issue of the History of Medicine 
Newsletter, I told the story of a full can of ether that 
I discovered in the museum collection that had to be 
removed by KUMC Environmental Health and Safety. 
In spring 2022, I discovered more hazardous material.

During a virtual conference, picric acid was mentioned 
as a hazard. I had not heard of this chemical, so I 
opened our collections catalog and did a quick search. 
Sure enough, in September 2021 I had accepted a 
saddle bag with a beautiful, unopened, and very full 
bottle of picric acid dating circa 1880. When stored 
dry, picric acid can form explosive crystals which are 
sensitive to friction and shock. I called the KUMC 
Environmental Health and Safety office to notify them 
of the situation. They were concerned to learn that the 
bottle was 140 years old (the previous record was 60), 
and suggested I vacate my office until further notice. 
A specialist was brought in from Chicago to rehydrate 
the contents so they could be disposed of safely.
 
Jamie Rees, MA
Museum Curator and Assistant Librarian

 Picric Acid, After

“Taking Physick,” 
James Gillray, 1800

“Breathing a Vein,” 
James Gillray, 1804

Picric Acid, Before



The KUMC Archives received several new donations 
over the last few months. Of note is a donation made 
by Steve Anderson, who contributed nearly 230 
glass plate negatives taken by his great-granduncle, 
Dr. Walter Stanborough Sutton. Steve’s donation 
complements the Archives’ existing Sutton collection 
and adds a visual aspect to his great-granduncle’s 
papers. The majority of Dr. Sutton’s images depict 
his medical service in France during World War I, but 
others reveal facets of his personal life and events in 
Kansas City in the early 1900s.

Before the film era, photographers captured images 
through light-sensitive emulsions of collodion or 
silver gelatin coated on glass supports known as glass 
plate negatives. Unlike modern negatives printed on 
thin strips of flexible plastic, glass plate negatives are 
extremely fragile, heavy, and require special storage 
conditions to protect the emulsion. Luckily, Steve’s 
donation arrived in excellent condition with only a 
handful of plates exhibiting minor cracks or flaking. 
Archivist Alex Welborn recently finished rehousing 
and cataloging Dr. Sutton’s glass plate negatives and 
they are now available to researchers. 

Walter Stanborough Sutton was a true Renaissance 
man born on April 5, 1877, in Utica, New York, to 
Judge William B. and Agnes (Black) Sutton. He 
attended the University of Kansas, graduating with BA 
and MA degrees in biology in 1901. Following advice 
of Dr. C.E. McClung, Walter enrolled at Columbia 
University for postgraduate study in zoology under 
Edmund B. Wilson. There he published two landmark 
works on his research in genetics, known as the 
Boveri-Sutton chromosome theory, which helped him 
to explain “why the yellow dog is yellow.”

In 1907, Sutton received his MD from Columbia 
University and returned to Kansas City where he 
joined the University of Kansas School of Medicine 
as a professor of surgery. In 1915, Dr. Sutton took 
military leave to head the surgical staff of the 
American Ambulance Hospital in Juilly, France. 
After four months and numerous contributions made 
to wartime medicine, Dr. Sutton returned to his 
position at Bell Memorial and other local hospitals. 
He died unexpectedly on November 10, 1916, due 
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to complications of acute appendicitis at the age of 
thirty-nine.

Please see emeritus archivist Nancy Hulston’s web 
article, “Walter S. Sutton, MD: A Genius Goes to 
War,” found on the Archive’s Medicine in the First 
World War site for an extended biography of Dr. 
Sutton. 

Archivist Alex Welborn can be reached at awelborn@
kumc.edu for questions about this collection.

Alex Welborn, MLIS
Head Archivist

Glass plate negative and corresponding photographic print 
of Dr. Sutton in service uniform, Juilly, France, 1915
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