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The Chancellor's Distinguished Teaching Award recognizes and rewards demonstrated teaching 
ability of a clearly superlative nature. The award is given to a faculty member who contributes to 
KU Medical Center and its students through excellence and outstanding classroom teaching.  
 
Classroom teaching is defined in its broadest sense to include educational activities in various 
settings and to a variety of learners in the three schools and the graduate and undergraduate 
programs at the medical center. 

 

 

 
Lore R. Nelson, M.D.  
Clinical Associate Professor  
Department of Pediatrics 
 

Dr. Nelson earned her medical degree from the University of Kansas and completed 
her residency at KUMC in 1988. In the same year she joined the faculty in the 
Department of Pediatrics. Dr. Nelson demonstrated an early strong interest in 
education. She currently serves as the Clerkship Director for the Department of 
Pediatrics and the Section Chief of Adolescent Medicine. 
 
Dr. Nelson developed and single-handedly ran the Pediatric Residency Adolescent 

Rotation for over twenty years. Her dedication to providing the best possible care in evidence-based medicine 
approach inspired residents. She has taught many future pediatricians the importance of listening to patients and 
always providing compassionate care.  
 
She displays leadership in her role as Pediatric Clerkship Director enhancing collaboration with Children’s Mercy 
and has been an ambassador for KUMC by securing new educational opportunities for learners. She has worked 
diligently to reorganize the clerkship into an effective, student-centric program. Students consistently comment on 
the clear organization, effective teaching modalities and enthusiasm of her leadership. 
 
Dr. Nelson is a very active clinician through her work in the Wescoe Society, at the Kansas Academy of Pediatrics, 
and with the Council on Medical Student Education in Pediatrics. Dr. Nelson has won the Daniel Darrow Award, the 
Faculty of the Year award and the Faculty Clinician of the Year Award. 
 



 

Lisa M. Trujillo, D.H.Sc., RRT 

Clinical Associate Professor 
Department of Respiratory Care and Diagnostic Science 
 
Dr. Trujillo joined the School of Health Professions faculty in 2018. She earned a 
doctorate in health science with emphasis in global health from Nova Southeastern 
University in 2013 and a master’s degree in respiratory care leadership from 
Northeastern University in 2009 after receiving her undergraduate degrees from Weber 
State University’s respiratory care program. 

 

In her career, Dr. Trujillo has demonstrated that educating the next generation of health care providers requires 
interdisciplinary cooperation and collaboration. She has strived to increase learning opportunities beyond borders 
and traditional classrooms with an emphasis on international educational experiences. 
 
Her dedication to global health in the country of Ghana has led to the first Bachelor of Science degree in 
Respiratory Therapy at the University of Ghana. Dr. Trujillo directs a team of 20-25 medical professionals and 
volunteers who assist in hospitals and communities throughout Ghana. This initiative has demonstrated a profound 
commitment aimed at improving health care to an underserved population. 
 
To build on the work in Ghana, Dr. Trujillo has created a Community and Global Health course available to all 
students on the KUMC campus. This course brings together an interdisciplinary group of undergraduate and 
graduate students on the KUMC campus with visiting students from Ghana. 
 

 

 

 
 

Vanessa L. Williams, M.D.  
Assistant Professor 
Department of Radiology 
 

Dr. Williams earned her medical degree from Washington University in St. Louis. She 
completed her diagnostic radiology residency training and body MRI fellowship at 
Northwestern University and joined KUMC faculty in 2016. 

 

At the resident, fellow, and staff levels, her expertise in advanced topics in MR imaging 
has made an outstanding addition to GME and CME curricula. In recognition of her 

talent and commitment she was appointed to the position of Associate Program Director of the Radiology 
Residency Program in 2019. In this role she has overhauled the residents’ didactic curriculum. In addition, she was 
widely recognized and appreciated as a skilled mentor of residents at all levels of training and served as a wise 
counselor for residents in difficult personal or professional straits. 
 



Dr. Williams exceptional commitment to teaching also extends to medical student education. She has been a CBCL 
facilitator for the M1 class, teaches an introductory course for point of care ultrasound, and has been actively 
involved with the Classroom and Clinical Teaching Development Program. Her commitment to students extends 
beyond teaching to mentoring as well. She serves as a career and specialty advising liaison for medical students. 
Recently, Dr. Williams was named as the clerkship director for the elective radiology clerkship.  
 
Innovation and progressive education have been a cornerstone of her body of work. She is currently developing a 
state-of-the-art learning lab for the department of radiology to promote and facilitate education and in 2019 won the 
Teacher of the year award in Radiology. 
 

 

 

 

Laurel B. Witt, M.D., MPhil 
Associate Professor 
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health 
 

Dr. Witt earned her medical degree at the University of Kansas School of Medicine 
Her professional medical interests include general family medicine care, including 
procedures, interprofessional team-based care, and addiction medicine. 

 

Dr. Witt currently serves as Director of the Undergraduate Medical Education Division 
in the Department of Family Medicine and Community Health, which includes the 
required third-year Family Medicine Clerkship. She is the Assistant Director of the 

Cates' Learning Community and the Faculty Co-Advisor for the Jaydoc Free Clinic.  

 

She enjoys teaching medicine with all levels of medical learners and family medicine residents in both didactic 
activities and clinical environments. She has excelled as an ACE assistant director and now as an ACE Society 
Director and has developed multiple educational sessions covering lung disease, opioid use disorder, acute 
coronary syndrome, and interprofessional patient management skills. 
 

Dr. Witt has earned multiple awards including the Student Voice and Rainbow Award. She also received 
the McCann Early Career Award from WIMS for recognition of her teaching skills. Most recently she was awarded 
the Bohan Teaching Award, the highest teaching award given in the school of medicine. 
 


