
 

 

 
 

                                                                                
 
 

We encourage our community to take some time with friends of family to learn about sites in the 
Wichita area and their importance in Black history. 

1. Kansas African American Museum 
     601 N. Water St., Wichita, KS 

The premier home of Kansas African American history and artifacts and the first stop on the Kansas 
African American History Trail.   
 
Visit the museum, consider becoming a member or making a monthly donation. Watch the recent 
Trailblazers event online, honoring those who helped shape the Kansas African American experience. 

2. Farmer, J. E., House 
    1301 Cleveland, Wichita, KS 

Frank Garrett and stonemason George Ewing 
built the house at 1301 Cleveland in 1942 for Dr. 
James E. Farmer and his wife, Gertrude, who 
were both prominent African American 
professionals in Wichita. It is located in the 
McAdams neighborhood, and, like the 
McClinton Market, is representative of 
population changes during the first half of the 
twentieth century, when the area changed from 
primarily white residents to over ninety percent 
African Americans by the end of World War II. 
The house is an excellent example of a folk interpretation of the Tudor Revival style. It embodies the 
distinct characteristics of the style while also reflecting the personality and craftsmanship of the African 
American builder and mason. Not only did this property serve as the Farmers' residence, but it played host 
to prominent visiting African Americans, such as singer Marian Anderson and boxer Joe Lewis, until 
segregation in public accommodations was outlawed in Kansas in 1963. The property was nominated as 
part of the "African American Resources of Wichita" multiple property submission for its local 
significance in the areas of African American heritage and architecture. 

Wichita Black History Sites 
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https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E348484&id=9
https://www.tkaamuseum.org/trailblazers


 

3. Union National Bank Building 
     104 S. Broadway, Wichita, KS 

Built in 1926, the 14-story Union National Bank building is a 
classic example of a tall, concrete-framed, Chicago-style office 
building. The building was financed by the Edith Rockefeller 
McCormick Trust of Chicago, designed by K. M. Vitzthum 
and J. J. Burns Architects, and constructed by Wichita builder 
George Siedhoff. It took just eight months to complete the 
building at a cost of $200,000, and upon its completion it was 
the tallest building in Kansas. The building is particularly 
significant as the location of a student-led sit-in in 1958 at the 
Dockum Drug Store on the first floor. With support from the 
local NAACP chapter and leaders such as Chester Lewis and 
Vivian Parks, a group of young African Americans peacefully 
protested the drug store's discriminatory policies for three 
weeks. Their efforts convinced the Dockum company and the 
associated Rexall corporation to change their policies in stores 
throughout Kansas. Although rarely recognized, this protest inspired other sit-ins in Oklahoma City and 
across the country. The building is nominated for its architectural significance and as part of the "African 
American Resources of Wichita" multiple property nomination for its association with the 1958 sit-in. 

 

 


