
Provider: ______________ 
Patient Name: ________________ 
MRN: ________________ 
Education: ________________ 
Date: ______________ 
 
Orientation: __/8   
 

☐Full Name ☐State  ☐Year 

☐Home Address ☐City ☐Month 
 ☐Building/Facility ☐Day of the week or date 

 
Tips: Ask specific questions (e.g. "What city are we in?") and avoid general orientation questions. If 
the patient fails on the day of the week, the day of the month can be asked (and vice versa). 
 
Attention __/7 
Tell the patient: "I will give you a series of numbers. Please pay close attention to them, wait 
until I am finished, and then repeat them in the same order as I have given them. 

☐5-2-9 ☐8-1-9-5 ☐5-8-3-0-9 ☐1-6-3-7-2-5 ☐4-9-6-8-3-1-5 

☐7-1-6 ☐2-5-7-3 ☐6-2-7-4-8 ☐9-3-1-8-2-7 ☐2-8-9-1-6-7-3 
     

Tips: Start with five digits, reading the numbers at a constant rate. Two trials are allowed for each 
span-length. If the patient responds incorrectly on both trials, decrease the span by one until 
they succeed on at least one of the trials. If the patient responds correctly on the first trial, 
increase the span by one up to a maximum of seven. 
 
Registration __/4 
Tell the patient: "I am going to give you four words. I would like you to memorize them. I will say them all first and 
ask you to repeat them back to me. We will ask you to repeat these again at the end.” 
 

☐Apple ☐Mr. Johnson  ☐Charity ☐Tunnel Number of trials: ___ 
 

• Tips: Always use these exact words. Read the words one at a time. At the end, ask the patient to repeat 
the words back to ensure he/she has registered the items. If patient has not, repeat the entire list. 
Continue until the patient has registered all 4 items or until 4 trials have been given. 

• Once the patient has successfully repeated the 4 items, do not repeat any of them again but pause to give 
the patient time to encode them (10-15s).  

• Record the maximum number of items registered on any of the trials, as well as the number of trials 
administered. The maximum number of items registered is taken as the score, and there should never be 
<4 trials if the patient has not learned all 4 words on the first 3 trials. 

• Do not subtract points from the registration score as the number of trials will be subtracted from the total 
at the end.  The registration score is subtracted from the final score.  

• These points are highlighted in examples below: 
o Example 1: If a patient learns the items as follows: 3 on trial 1, 3 on trial 2 and 4 on trial 3, you 

write in "4" for the number of items learned and "3" for the number of trials.  
▪ If that patient responds perfectly on all other subtests, then the sum of the subtests 

would be 38. To generate the final total score, you determine the number of learning 
trials (in this case 3) minus 1, or 3-1 = 2, and subtract this number from the total score of 
38 to generate a final score of 38-2 = 36/38. 

o Example 2: If a patient learns the items as follows: 0 on trial 1, 2 on trial 2, 1 on trial 3, and 1 on 
trial 4, you write in "2" for the number of items learned and "4" for the number of trials.  

▪ If that patient responds perfectly on all other subtests (except for 2/4 on recall), then 
the sum of the subtests would be 34.  



Provider: ______________ 
Patient Name: ________________ 
MRN: ________________ 
Education: ________________ 
Date: ______________ 
 

▪ Then to generate the final total score, you determine the number of learning trials (in 
this case 4) minus 1, or 4-1 = 3, and subtract this number from the total sum score of 34 
to generate a final score of 34-3 = 31/38. 

 
 
Calculations: __/4 
Ask the patient to perform the following calculations mentally. If a patient provides an incorrect 
response do not provide the patient with feedback or offer a second attempt. Self-corrections 
are allowed. 
 

☐5 x 13 (= 65) ☐65 - 7 (= 58) ☐58 / 2 (= 29) ☐29 + 11 (= 40) 
 
Similarities: __/3 
Ask the patient: "How are these things similar?" 
Present each word-pair one at a time.  

☐ Orange/Banana ☐ Dog/Horse ☐ Table/Bookcase 
 

• Definitively abstract items should be counted. Only worth 1 point. 

• On the first erroneous response a clue can be provided: ("What can you call both of them?"). 

• Orange/Banana acceptable answers: fruit 
o Pt: “They have peels” – okay but what could you call both of them? What category are they in? 

• Dog/Horse: Animals, Mammals 
o Pt: “They have four legs” – okay but what could you call both of them? What category are they 

in? 

• Table/Bookcase: Furniture, both can hold books 
o Pt: “They are wooden” – okay but what could you call both of them? What category are they in? 

Construction __/4 

Use the blank sheet with the cube for the patient to use for the drawing portion of the exam. 
Ask the patient to copy a 3-D cube:  

 
Cube: __/2 
 
Then ask them to draw the face of a clock showing the time as 11:10. 
Clock: __/2 
 
Tips: 

• Each drawing is worth 2 points. A second attempt is allowed.  

• For the cube, a copy with two offset squares and lines connecting them with 6 sides is awarded 2 points.  

• A clear attempt at a cube (e.g. there is a 3-D quality to it, such as two offset squares but with some 
connecting lines missing, rather than just a series of adjacent squares) gets 1 point. Other attempts are 
scored as 0.  

• For the clock, a circle with all the numbers, reasonable spacing and hands pointing at the correct numbers 
is worth 2 points.  

• Score 1 point if all the numbers are placed on the face but hands are incorrect, or if numbers are 
incomplete or grossly misaligned but hands are placed correctly. Other attempts are scored as 0. 



Provider: ______________ 
Patient Name: ________________ 
MRN: ________________ 
Education: ________________ 
Date: ______________ 
 
 
Information: __/4  
Ask the patient each of the following questions in turn. A correct response is worth 1 point. 
Always use these exact questions: 

☐ What is the name of the current US president? 

☐ What is the name of the first US president? 

☐ How many weeks are there in a year? 

☐ Define the word "island" 
 
Tips: 

• The definition of 'island' should demonstrate the knowledge that it is a landmass surrounded by water - 
giving an example ('Hawaii') or simply approximating it ('Surrounded by water') is not sufficient. 

o “What is surrounded by water?” 
 
Recall: __/4 
Ask the patient to recall the 4 words he/she was asked to memorize earlier. 

☐Apple ☐Mr. Johnson  ☐Charity ☐Tunnel 
 

Tips: 

• The patient is asked to recall the four words they were asked to memorize earlier.  

• Answers derived from cues should not be scored as correct.  

• Each recalled item is worth 1 point. 

• The recall score is always scored out of 4, such that a patient can lose ALL points on registration and 

recall.  

• Example: If a patient learns the items as follows: 0 on trial 1, 0 on trial 2, 0 on trial 3, and 0 on trial 4, you 

write in "0" for the number of items learned and "4" for the number of trials. If that patient responds 

perfectly on all other subtests but scores 0 on recall, then the sum of the subtests would be 30. Then to 

generate the final total score, you determine the number of learning trials (in this case 4) minus 1, or 4-1 = 

3, and subtract this number the subtest sum of 30 to generate a final score of 30-3 = 27/38. 

___/38 Total Score 


