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Presentation Requirements
	Content of Letter

	As an educator, Dr. Paul is familiar with these concepts. Your descriptions need to hit the main points to show that YOU are familiar with these concepts.
· Describe how brain connections are built through relationships, how stress and trauma damage those connections, that resilience is the ability to cope with stress, and that resilience is possible because of neuroplasticity. 
· Define and describe neuroplasticity
· Describe the role of protective factors in building resilience
· Describe the concept of school climate, the 11 dimensions
These aspects of your letter are the basis for persuading Dr. Paul to support our project. Be thorough, confident and courteous.
· Describe our research, including our observations and our survey
· Describe the main findings of our survey
· Describe our proposal to improve WHS, to create protective factors, by using the resource of students’ belief in their ability to change their behavior in order to improve the classroom learning environment.
· Request that Dr. Paul support the implementation of our plan for the 2018-2019 school year.

	Identifying Information
	· End of letter
· Name of all group members
· Course Name and Class Period (i.e., Human Growth & Development, Period X)

	Letter format
	Business block letter style.

	Address:
	Dr. Maritza Paul, Principal
Washington High School
7340 Leavenworth Road 
Kansas City, KS 66109

	Salutation
	Dear Dr. Paul:                              (use colon, not comma)

	Complimentary Close
	Use one of the following:
Regards,
Sincerely yours, 


	Signature
	To end the letter, type each group member’s name and graduation year, leaving space for the person’s signature above their name.



Presentation Rubric
	Category
	4 – Exceeds standard
	3 – Meets standard
	2  - Nearly meets standard
	1  - Does not meet standard

	Grammar and usage.
	No errors in punctuation, capitalization and spelling, sentence structure and word usage.
	Almost no errors in punctuation, capitalization and spelling, sentence structure and word usage.
	Many errors in punctuation, capitalization and spelling, sentence structure and word usage.
	Numerous and distracting errors in punctuation, capitalization and spelling, sentence structure and word usage..

	Focus or Thesis Statement
	The thesis statement names the topic of
the essay and outlines the main points to be discussed.
	The thesis statement names the topic of the essay.
	The thesis statement outlines some or all of the main points to
be discussed but does not name the topic.
	The thesis statement does not name the topic AND does not preview what will be discussed..

	Attention to Audience 
	Demonstrates a clear understanding of
the potential reader and uses appropriate vocabulary and arguments.
	Demonstrates a general understanding of the potential
reader and uses vocabulary
and arguments appropriate for that audience.
	Demonstrates some understanding of
the potential reader and uses arguments appropriate for that audience.
	It is not clear who the author is writing for.

	Factual Support
	All of the evidence and examples are specific, relevant and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports the author’s position.
	Most of the evidence and examples are specific, relevant and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports the author’s position.
	At least one of the pieces of evidence and examples is relevant and has
an explanation that shows how that piece of evidence supports the author’s position.
	Evidence and examples are NOT relevant AND/OR are not explained.

	Strong Word Choice
	The letter has strong word choice that is appropriate for the audience.
	The letter has somewhat strong word choice, but it is also weak, rambling or inappropriate for the audience.
	The author uses imprecise words with no clear connection to the topic.
	The word choice is not interesting, is weak AND is not relevant to the topic.

	Conviction
	The authors’ stance shows strong
authority on the topic and s/he effectively demonstrates his/her credibility.
	The authors’
stance is somewhat authoritative and demonstrates some credibility.
	The authors’ stance is not authoritative and demonstrates little credibility.
	The authors show no evidence of their authority on the topic AND make no attempt to demonstrate credibility.



