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Being Uninsured

Read the paragraph below to answer the questions:

A friend of yours breaks his arm playing basketball. He is rushed to the hospital where they set his arm and put on a cast. He goes home later in the day. Weeks later he receives the bill. It is a staggering $10,200. You talk to him on the phone and find out that he was uninsured and that his family is trying to figure out how to pay. They just don’t have the money.


A. Looking at your own future, what do you do? 

													

													

B. How can being uninsured impact your health? 

													

													


C. Should people be required to have insurance? Why or why not? 

													

													

													

													


D. In your opinion, is having insurance a right or an individual obligation?  

													

													

													

													

													



Being Undocumented

Read the article: What happens when an undocumented teen needs a new heart — and a lot of money? http://www.pitch.com/news/article/20597448/what-happens-when-an-undocumented-teen-needs-a-new-heart-and-a-lot-of-money

A. What is your first reaction to this story?

													

													

B. What is your reaction to Eduardo’s decision?

													

													

C. Do the people who favor tougher immigration laws have a fair argument to deny undocumented immigrants health care? Why or why not? 

													

													

													

													

D. Should different rules be applied to children? Should legal status affect donation? Justify your answer:

													

													

													

													

E. How can this contribute to health disparities in the immigrant population? 

													

													

													

Access in Wyandotte County

At http://wearewyandotte.com/story-maps/, you can view maps of “vulnerable populations” that include factors like, “Over 65”, “Under 18”, “Poverty”, “Liguistic Isolation”, “Income”, “Disabilities”, and “Opportunity Index.” 
[image: ]Note: Being “uninsured” is also considered a vulnerable population. 
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A. What are your initial thoughts about the maps? Are you surprised? 

													

													

													


B. What health disparities do you expect to find in the areas/neighborhoods that have less access to care? 

													

													

													

													

C. Using information from the map, what are some ways we could increase access to health care in Wyandotte County given?
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Understanding Healthcare Reform
1. Watch the video: Obamacare Explained Simply (2:47) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFUk1DX3gtA 

A. What benefits are provided by insurance (through the Affordable Care Act, also known as “Obamacare”)? 

													

													

													

													


B. What does the Affordable Care Act provide for people without insurance?

													

													

													

													

C. How can health care reform similar to or expanding ObamaCare affect your community, both positively and negatively?
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