Graduate Student Council Meeting Minutes
October 5, 2011

1. Positions still available for department representatives: 
a. Clinical Research
b. Health Informatics
c. Hearing and Speech (Audiology)
d. IGPBS
e. Molecular Biotechnology
f. Nursing
g. Pathology
2. Thanks to Natalie Katz for volunteering for the Anatomy department representative and Lindsay Sickel and Rebecca Mullen for volunteering to be on the Community Outreach Committee! 
3. Updates 
a. Committees or department representatives
b. Student Research Forum
c. Student Governing Council
i. Meeting today at 5pm in Calkins
d. Medical Education Building
e. Capitol Graduate Research Summit
f. Philanthropy 

4. Travel funds – 
a. Cori Ast gave update on travel fund committee. 
b. Dr. Rawitch gives update on presenter vs non presenter funds - Student services sends out emails suggesting that basic science students in the School of Medicine are not eligible for non presenting funds, and this is a problem, and is not true.  
c. Cori said they make distinctions between graduate schools/students, and this was done since basic science students would deplete the funds first since they travel more. This may change in the future though.  
d. Student Bookstore Money – Some of this goes to Travel Funds. Also SGC had talked about renovating 1st floor cubicles to full offices with some of this money, but not enough money from bookstore funds. Also talked about renovating fransico lobby, and new furniture in downstairs lounge. 
e. The money we gave to travel funds is going to an endowment fund, separate from the bookstore, and it goes to presenters/graduate students only. The application process is the same though. 
5. Kellyann gave United Way Update –get a coupon for Goodcents if you give money! 
a. The GSC fundraiser is through KC Sporting, the local soccer team. The game is Sat Oct 15th at 3pm. For every ticket you buy, KC Sporting is giving money back to GSC. This money goes to United Way. 
b. Bill Venerable asked if there is a specific agency within United Way that we designate our funds to, can we pick one and recommend that all students send it to that same agency. The answer was no, we currently don’t but we will look into possibly doing that in the future
6. Student survey – graduate students are the least satisfied students each year. Everyone is always interested in why. Larry Long from Counseling and Student Services is interested in helping. Graduate students underutilize the counseling services. They are having a meeting to promote their counseling services at the end of this month. Are there any comments or suggestions? Reasons why you are unsatisfied, how/why you would use counseling services more? 
a. Dr. Rawitch – only about a 20% return rate on the student survey sent to all students though, which is disturbing. Is this really reflective of all student’s feelings then? Graduate students aren’t as open about their stress, which is reflected in their lack of use of the services. And this is a national trend, not just on this campus. 
7. Kellyann - Dykes library hours, people always want to extend them. Extend them, or maybe make them 24 hours. Right now they’re all over the place, not consistent hours. A survey is going out about this, please fill this out!
8. Kellyann handed out a survey about GSC. To get feedback from all graduate students about how they want the GSC to operate. Tell us if you like it, if you want things to change.
9. In attendance: 
Dane Parente
Beka Mullen
Dan Belz
Brandon Hidaka
Ana Mutu
Audrey Deeken
Valentine Dgbor
Beth Dille
Cori Ast
Natalie Katz
Alyson Haynes
Marlies Ozias
Jacob Wayman
Kory Barrett
Anna Groover
Hanna Peck
Huiquan Zhang
Beibei Xu
Yu Jiang
Gupreet Singh
Rushi Trivedi
Tony Cheng
Wei Jiang
Saddam Kanaan
William Venerable
Stefanie Kennon-McGill
Julie Mitchell
Alex Dowdell
[bookmark: _GoBack]10. Meeting Closed at 12:45
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