Rural Primary Care Practice and Research Program 2009
Course Description and Application
Department of Family Medicine
Course Director: K. Allen Greiner, M.D., M.P.H.

Associate Research Directors: Kim Engelman, Ph.D., Edward F. Ellerbeck, M.D., M.P.H.
FAPR 905 
Combines clinical primary care medicine and community-based research
I. Course Description
FAPR 905 Summer 2009
This course is designed to provide students with early exposure to clinical medicine and primary care research. The elective is offered to students between their first and second years of medical school by the Department of Family Medicine. Students will work with a community physician in a primary care medical practice. Students will also collect data about patient health, preventive health care, health behavior, and/or key aspects of primary care practice in Kansas. Students will participate in activities at the 2009 meeting of the Kansas Academy of Family Physicians. They will spend 5 days prior to their on-site clinical experience at KUMC receiving in-depth, hands-on clinical and research training. This includes advanced training in office procedures for primary care.
Students will spend 6 weeks living in a rural community and working with their assigned physician. During these 6 weeks, students will help with patient care and assist with research project activities (subject recruitment and data collection). Room and board is arranged on a case-by-case basis, but housing is generally provided by the local hospital. 
Goals and Objectives
· Observe and assist in the delivery of primary care in both the inpatient and outpatient settings. 
· Practice and refine clinical skills acquired during year one. Begin learning basic procedural skills. See patients independently, as much as possible.
· Understand and perform practice-based research data collection in primary care.
· Use basic computer skills that are helpful to a practicing physician.  Online medical searches, medical databases, word processing and E-mail will be utilized.
· Develop an awareness of important issues in the delivery of health care in a non-urban primary care setting.
· Develop awareness of the needs and expectations a Kansas community has for their physician. Gain awareness regarding the function of a health care team in primary care.
· Participate in a community-based research project.
Expectations for Students
· Attend the KAFP annual meeting June 3-5, Overland Park, KS.
· Read and understand the provided reading assignments.
· Participate in lecture/workshop experiences with KUMC faculty prior to and following the on-site experience.
· Spend 6 weeks at their assigned site, assisting their preceptor with comprehensive patient care. 
· Participate fully in the data collection and recruitment related to the research project.
· Communicate regularly with KUMC faculty and staff via phone, mail, and e-mail.
II. General Information
FAPR 905 Summer 2009
A. 
2009 Course Schedule (Tentative)
June 1 – June 5

Didactic Instruction/workshops in K.C.
June 3-June 5

KAFP Meeting at Overland Park Convention Center
June 9 -July 17

Practice Sites
B.
Class size
The number of students enrolled is based on interest, physician sites and funding. Funding limitations will likely restrict placements to 20-25 students in 2009.
C.
Credits
This elective is approved for 4 credit hours. This course counts as a clinical elective. Grades will be completed during the M-2 year.
D.
Application Process
· Complete the course application (below 0 and return it via email to agreiner@kumc.edu by 5pm on February 6, 2009.
· Phone interviews will be conducted between February 6 and February 20. 

· Announcement of selected students will be made on or before February 20. 
· Students will be given the opportunity to accept or decline until February 27th, 2009. 
· Recruitment and selection of sites, including the rural physicians and the hospitals, which provide the room and board, is coordinated with the Kansas Academy of Family Physicians. The course director will personally contact all potential sites.
· Final assignments will be the decision of the course director. 
This program functions as a scholarship program and all enrollment decisions are made by the course and co-course directors. Program acceptance decisions are based on items in the application (next page) and often hinge on the applicant’s willingness to accept placement anywhere in the State, the applicant’s interest in primary care, the applicant’s ranking of the Rural Program as 1st choice for their summer activity, and the applicant’s commitment to assisting will all elements of the research project. These items may be discussed in detail at the time of phone interview.
E.
Stipend
This elective includes a stipend that is funded by the H.L. Baker Trust of LaCrosse, Kansas, the Kansas Association for the Medically Underserved, and the Kansas Academy of Family Physicians. The stipend will include a base scholarship payment of $2400 with an additional $400 payment bonus provided to students who thoroughly complete all aspects of the program’s research activities. Students will be reimbursed mileage costs (~$0.49/mile) for roundtrip travel to their assigned practice site. 

III. Course Application
FAPR 905 Summer 2009
Please include all the following information on your typed application. 
Name:
Home and Cell Phone:
Email:
Reliable Address for mail:
Please address each Lettered Item separately in your application. Provide approximately one paragraph for each item below. (if not applicable – NA)
A. List any previous clinical experience (include any activity with direct patient contact).
B. List previous research experience (experience not required for acceptance).
C. Briefly describe your level of interest or commitment to family medicine as a career choice.
D. If other primary care disciplines also interest you please discuss.
E. Discuss how willing you are to accept an assignment anywhere in the state. What is your experience, interest or curiosity regarding rural health care in Kansas?
F. Discuss briefly your interest in this course and how you hope the experience will contribute to your education and career goals.
G. Do you have any special circumstances that you want to make known? If so please specify. Have you contacted a specific site or do you plan on contacting someone?
H. What other options are you considering for the summer? Have you applied for other programs? Which opportunity is your first choice for the summer?
Please submit the following items:
1.   Answers to items A-H.
2.   Your curriculum vitae (resume) detailing prior education & work experience.
Deadline February 6. 2009.
Completed application should be emailed to agreiner@kumc.edu or returned to:
Coordinator for Rural Primary Care Practice and Research Program

Department of Family Medicine Research Division

1008 Wescoe, KU Medical Center

913.588.1956
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